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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Thunderhead Partnerships Ignite State and Local Bicycle Advocacy

Prescott, AZ – 6-23-03 – Just as summer lightning sparks when the right elements coalesce, a coalition is underway to ignite the next level of state and local bicycle advocacy at the Thunderhead Alliance’s annual Retreat August 2-5. Major supporters of Thunderhead’s mission of creating, strengthening and uniting state and local bicycle advocacy organizations have been working with Thunderhead leaders to kindle advocacy organizations in areas ready for growth in bicycling. Each partner offers their unique specialties to this effort.

The first step is to get leaders from emerging organizations to the Retreat. Planet Bike, which has committed a portion of its profits to advocacy, is sponsoring the Retreat at $7,000, including 15 scholarships. Planet Bike President Bob Downs said, "I can't imagine a better investment than to give 15 talented people what they need to become full time bike advocates. The return will be organizations that will grow the market for bicycling for many years."

The National Center for Bicycling & Walking (NCBW) will continue its long-time support for Thunderhead with a $3,000 contribution for the Retreat. The NCBW was the major sponsor of Thunderhead’s Regional Trainings this past April that set forth new organizations throughout the Southwest and Southeast. "The big opportunity right now is to sell bicycling as a solution to our health crisis caused by physical inactivity and obesity," stated NCBW Director, Bill Wilkinson. "We helped start Thunderhead because action at the state and local levels is what makes a difference. Thunderhead organizations are in the perfect position to enlist the health community in supporting bicycle improvements.” 

The National Bicycle Dealers Association (NBDA) looks forward to bringing the connection of local bicycle dealers to the plan. Their first step is to sponsor the Retreat at $3,000 in order to help state and local bicycle advocacy leaders work with their local bicycle dealers to build effective bicycle advocacy organizations. Jerry Hiniker, Chair of the NBDA’s Advocacy Committee, said, “As a bicycle dealer I recognize the value dealers bring to advocacy and how important advocacy efforts are to their success. I look forward to working with the state and local advocacy leaders to strengthen our national two-wheel transportation system.”

This year the Retreat returns to the Thunderhead Ranch in Wyoming, from which the Alliance got its name in 1996. Each year, the Retreat brings together leaders of Thunderhead member organizations to share experience and success. The Retreat provides networking and tools which energize and inspire state and local bicycle advocacy to the next level of effectiveness.

Other sponsors of the Retreat include: Adventure Cycling, Bikes Belong Coalition, Breezer Bicycles, Burley Design, Fuji America, Graber Products, Hans Johnsen, IMBA, League of American Bicyclists, Quality Bicycle Products, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, Trek Bicycle, and USA Cycling.

For more information, please contact Sue Knaup, Executive Director: 928-541-9841, sue@thunderheadalliance.org 
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the national coalition of state and local bicycle advocacy organizations








