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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Bicycle Advocates Put Mayors in the Saddle

 Prescott, AZ – 6-13-03 – The Thunderhead Alliance, the national coalition of state and local bicycle advocacy organizations, today announced the first annual Thunderhead Alliance U.S. Mayors Bike Ride, July 4th, 2003.

The U.S. Conference of Mayors has been supportive of the ride since the Thunderhead Alliance introduced the idea to them earlier this year. Complimenting this support is a resolution to promote bicycle friendly communities passed this week at their 71st Annual Conference of Mayors.

Executive Director Sue Knaup said from Thunderhead headquarters in Prescott, Arizona, that the U.S. Mayors Bike Ride challenges mayors from across the country to show their support for bicycling as a sustainable transportation option. “Putting mayors in the saddle will demonstrate the commitment of America’s community leaders who support sustainable transportation options.”

Mayors and other leaders will be invited to join with hundreds of community activists to celebrate bicycling. Thunderhead counts 76 organizations among its members, who at the local level, are the voices of advocacy directing the evolution of new transportation solutions to support and encourage bicycling. Across the continent, Thunderhead promotes new trails, on-road facilities like bike lanes, and education programs to help people choose to bicycle.

Thunderhead Chair, Randy Neufeld, Executive Director of the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation, said that cities big and small can no longer simply build more roads for cars and trucks. “In Chicago, our mayor is already helping to improve conditions for bicycling and crafting programs that help people bicycle safely and comfortably in traffic.”

Ride events will be organized at the local level by Thunderhead organizations and others, building relationships with local politicians and community leaders. Rides can showcase improvements in local facilities or celebrate popular bicycling routes. Holding the event on America’s birthday provides an opportunity for leaders to participate in a different kind of parade that focuses on America’s future. 

For many advocates, the Mayor’s ride can strengthen relationships with partners they must work with to build more livable communities. Bringing out their members, bicycling clubs and other activists will demonstrate the breadth and depth of a new constituency for change.

Large and small communities are taking part in the event with help from Thunderhead member organizations. Mayor Bud Lacy of Stillwater, Oklahoma, with help from the Oklahoma Bicycle Coalition, will lead off the mass start of The Red Dirt Pedalers annual July 4th ride at 7:30am. The mayors of Moab, Albuquerque and Colorado Springs will join many others across the nation in this day of celebrating bicycling for the benefit of their communities.
Los Alamos, New Mexico has no mayor, but two councilors, Diane Albert and Michael Wismer are committed to joining the national ride in their community. Albert said, “The U.S. Mayors Bike Ride showcases mayors and other local elected officials who understand the importance of bicycling to their community’s health and future as we work together to build a better America.”

Thunderhead leaders expect the Mayors Ride to grow year by year and bring the nation’s transportation challenges into focus for millions of Americans through the eyes of local decision makers. 

For more information, please contact Sue Knaup, Executive Director: 928-541-9841, sue@thunderheadalliance.org 
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