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February 28, 2004

Thunderhead Regional Trainings Advance North

Prescott, AZ –  This spring, the Thunderhead Alliance will bring its Regional Trainings to the Northeast and Midwest, building on the successes of their Southwest and Southeast Trainings last year. Leaders and potential leaders of bicycle advocacy organizations in each region will take part in these interactive workshops. “These Trainings set the mark for each region’s advocacy goals,” said Sue Knaup, Thunderhead’s Executive Director. “Last year we helped more than 25 organizations advance to their next level and built three where none had existed before. We expect similar success this year.”

Thunderhead’s Northeast Training will be in Albany, New York, March 26-27. Their Midwest Training will be in Chicago, April 23-24. Leaders or potential leaders of bicycle advocacy organizations in these regions can register at: www.thunderheadalliance.org .

The Trainings are made possible by a generous grant from the National Center for Bicycling and Walking along with sponsorships from regional industry supporters. Sponsor are invited to attend, bringing their advocacy dreams and sharing their business experience. "SRAM absolutely supports Thunderhead's efforts to develop and grow

effective local and statewide bicycle advocacy organizations  ,” said Michael Zellmann, SRAM’s PR and Media Manager who is looking forward to attending the Midwest Training. “Their energy goes a long way towards putting more informed cyclists onto safer routes, and that benefits the cycling industry as a whole."

Saris chose to sponsor both Trainings, remarking that their product sales rely on effective advocacy in both regions. Robb Zbierski, Saris Product Manager, will attend the Midwest Training. Keri Pitman of Fuji, one of the Northeast Training sponsors, plans to bring her advocacy ideas. Bell Sports stepped up as a sponsor for the Midwest Training because, as Bill Fry, CEO, said, “We are the only industry that has the asset of advocates.”

Thunderhead’s Regional Trainings feed their exciting new 50 States/50 Cities Project with a goal of effective bicycle advocacy organizations in all 50 states and the 50 top population cities. They launched the 50/50 Project last November with a $50,000 pledge from Planet Bike. The League of American Bicyclists is also a sponsor of this year’s Regional Trainings.
For more information, please contact Sue Knaup, Executive Director: 928-541-9841, sue@thunderheadalliance.org 
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Advancing bicycling through unified state and local advocacy organizations








