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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Pennsylvania Wins First State-Level Complete Streets Victory
Washington, D.C. –  June 28, 2007 – Thunderhead Alliance member organization, the Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia (BCGP), has won the first new state-level policy for completing their streets since 2004 when Thunderhead launched its National Complete the Streets Campaign. Working closely with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), leaders of BCGP offered their expert guidance on needed improvements to current policies. With these changes, PennDOT’s new policy requires the use of a state of the art bicycle and pedestrian accommodations checklist for transportation projects. Otherwise, high level PennDOT authorities must take responsibility. 

“While this is not a typical complete streets policy, this policy will have a major impact for bicycling and walking in Pennsylvania,” said Hans van Naerssen, President of BCGP. “We initiated and formally requested it in November 2005. It only took 18 months to become statewide policy, a very positive reflection on the cultural changes occurring within PennDOT and elsewhere. We are proud to put the first new state-level teeth into Thunderhead’s National Complete the Streets Campaign.”
“The leaders at BCGP did a terrific job on their campaign,” said Dominic J. Liberatore, Complete Streets Campaign Coordinator for the Thunderhead Alliance. “This law strikes a courageous blow at the ailing paradigm of our current transportation system which does not accommodate the more than 30% of Americans who cannot drive. Pennsylvania has become a model for other states who are striving for statewide policies as part of our national campaign.”
The Thunderhead Alliance is the national coalition of state and local bicycle and pedestrian advocacy organizations. Their National Complete the Streets Campaign has a goal of passing local or state-level complete streets policies in all 50 states by the end of 2008 in order to leverage a national complete streets policy as part of the next Federal Transportation Reauthorization Bill. Learn more about the national campaign by visiting: http://www.thunderheadalliance.org/completestreets.htm 
For more information, please contact Dominic J. Liberatore, Complete Streets Campaign Coordinator 614-204-4628 or Dominic@thunderheadalliance.org
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Improving communities through unified bicycle and pedestrian advocacy organizations
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