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Possible headline:

 [CITY/STATE] ranks [HIGHEST/LOWEST/2nd/3rd, 50th, etc] among [STATES/THE 50 MOST-POPULOUS CITIES] for funding (or other indicator) bicycle and pedestrian projects.

[CITY], [STATE], August 29, 2007 - [CITY/STATE] has a ways to go to increase bicycling and walking according to a report released today by the Thunderhead Alliance, the national coalition of state and local bicycle and pedestrian advocacy organizations. The report, entitled “Bicycling and Walking in the U.S.,” compares the 50 states and the 50 most-populous U.S. cities on bicycling and walking levels, investment and policies for bicycling and walking, and public health indicators among other things. According to the report, [CITY/STATE] ranks [HIGHEST/LOWEST] among [CITIES/STATES] for [SOME VARIABLE OF INTEREST TO YOUR CITY or ORAGANIZATION].

"[QUOTE FROM A SPOKESPERSON FROM YOUR ORGANIZATION COMMENTING ON THE RESULTS FOR YOUR CITY/STATE]."

The report highlights the great challenges the U.S. faces with increasing bicycling and walking.  While national data suggest that 9.6% of all trips are bicycling or walking, 12.9% of all traffic-related fatalities are bicyclists or pedestrians, and only 1.5% of federal transportation dollars are spent on bicycling and walking projects. [CITY/STATE] spends roughly [x#] percent of its federal transportation dollars on bicycle and pedestrian projects.

"[QUOTE FROM A SPOKESPERSON FROM YOUR TRANSPORTATION AGENCY COMMENTING ON THE RESULTS FOR YOUR CITY/STATE]."

The report was released to Thunderhead Alliance’s network of bicycle and pedestrian advocacy organizations as well as government officials throughout the country. Thunderhead Alliance hopes that these data, much of which have never been collected and made public before, are used by advocates, government officials, and concerned citizens to promote a greater investment in bicycling and walking in their communities.

According to Sue Knaup, Thunderhead’s Executive Director, “State and local governments can determine whether their money goes towards expanding highways or improving their communities for bicycling and walking. In order to make streets safe and accessible for all users and reverse our nation’s obesity epidemic, state and local governments must get serious about investing in bicycling and walking.”

[ONE SENTENCE ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION: WHO YOU ARE]

[YOUR ORGANIZATION] is currently working to [A CURRENT INITIATIVE YOU HAVE UNDER WAY TO INCREASE BICYCLING AND WALKING IN YOUR CITY/STATE].  To learn how you can get support the work of [YOUR ORGANIZATION] visit www.[YOUR WEBSITE].

To view the entire report visit www.thunderheadalliance.org/pdf/benchmarking2007.pdf .
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For more information on the report contact: 

Kristen Steele

                                    

Thunderhead Alliance

Phone: (415) 513-5281

E-mail: kristen@thunderheadalliance.org

www.thunderheadalliance.org

